
After se\ren)real:s, Modi tc visit China
as trade tensions withthe US sulge
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Prime X{inister I'ialendra
Modi n'iil visit China fcr the
first time in over seven l'eals,
a go\-elnment source said on

\\;ednesday, in a fur.her sign

of a diplomatic thau' with
Beijing iven as rensions with
the US rise.

]Iodr uill gu ro Ch:na for
the multilateral Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
summit that begins on -Au-
g.rst 31, a go\emment sotrce
ittn airect knowledge cfthe
matter told Rettfers.

The Ntinistry of Erternal
A.ffairs did not immediatelY
respond to a request for
cornment"

htodi's trip will come at a

time u,hen India's relation-
shio u,irh the US faces its
moit serious crisis inyears.

His visit to the Chinese
ci1' oi Tialjin for the sur:a-

mit of the SCO, a Eurasian
political and securitY grouP-

s e a :l

Afrle photo of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese

President Xi JinPing ou

ine that inciudes Russia, uili
beiis first since June 2018.

Subseqrientlv, Sino-In-
dian tles deteriorated
sharplv after a military clash

alon'g ile Himalayan border
in 2020.

DIPI,ON6ATIC TItrAV'I
Modi and Chinese President
xi iiniing held talks on the
sidelines of a BRICS summit
in Russia last October that
led to attraw

The giaxt Asian neigh-
hours aLe norv slou'it' defus-

ing tensions thai have

himpered business relations

.

and travel between the tsro
countries,

On Wednesday, US Pres-
ident Donald l}umP said his
administration rvould decide
on the penalty for buYing
Russian oil afteithe outcome
of\Vashinglon's efforts for a

last-minute breakhrough to
bring about a ceaseflre in the
Russia-Ui<rairre war.

Trump's top diPlomatic
enr-o1'. Steve Witkoff, is in
Moscou with tr-o daYs to go

for a deadline he set for Rus-
sia to agree to Peace in
L,'klaine or face new
sanctions.

DOVPJ, tr}J MQSCOIT'/
Coincidentaill', National Se-

curin'Advisor Aiit Doval is
also in l\loscorv on a sched-
uled visit and is erpected to
discuss purchase of Russian
oil in t}'e rvake of TrumP's
pressure on India to sIoP
buying Russian crude, ac-
cording to another govem-
ment source, rvho also did
not rvant to be named.
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