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the FTA on X,

In a historic

bbneficial Trade Agree-

tAt{DillARK DEAL.lndia's labour intensive goods will benefrt from the

British c0smetics, scotch, auto and medical devices will become cheaper
ffi'
Jlrniti Sen
New Delhi

trn the shariow ofthe US're-
cipr. r:e ai tariffs, India and the
UK have successful$ cbn-
cluded an "ambitious and
mutualiy beneficial" India*
UK Free Ttade Agreement
and a double contribution
convention for social seeur-
rqr after over tl:ree years of
hard-nosed negotiations,

The finalisation of the in-
dia-UK FTA was sealed by
Prime Ministers Narendra,
Modi aird his British coun-
terpart Keir Starrner via a

phone call on Tuesday. our economies. I look for-
ward to welcorning P&{
Starmer to India sooo.n'

Inclia will beuefit from tar-
iff eiiminatio:r on about 99
per cent of the tariff lines
covering almost 100 per cent
of the trade value, easing of
mobility for professionals,
and. a tJ:ree-year exemption
for temporary indian work-
ers frorn paying social secur-
ity contributions in the UK,
according to the Commerce
Department. The bilateral
trade ofabout $60 billion is
projected to double by 2030.' On its part, lndia has
agreed to halve tariffs on

in India
The sertrices secror

inchrding contractual sen i(e
suppliers (CSS), business
visitors, investors, intra-cor-
porate transferees (ICTs),
partners and dependent chil-
dren of ICTs with right to
work and independent pro-
fessionals iike yoga instruct-
ors, musicians and chefs, the
statemenradded"
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The UK government said the
deal is eSpected to increase
bilateral trade by f25.5 bil-
lion, UK GDP by f4.B billion
and wages by .022 billion
each lear in the iong qun.

"Indian tariffs vdll be
) ,slashed; locking in
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these becoming
free within a
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