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HC te: hcldtaiks with
'civil ssciety on
India-Etl free trade pact

The Eur-opeaii Commission
v,ill hold dialogue with its civil
society repr-esentatives on re-
cent developnients int}le EU's
trade relatioiis vdth tndia, par-
ticularl,v tle state of play of ne-
gotiations for tle proposed
India-EU FYee Tiade Agree-
ment (FT.4). in av'imratr meet-
inglaterthis month-

'1lhe meeting offers an oF
portrinity for an exchange of
views with ci,vil soiety organ-
isations (CSOs) on the EU's
rade poliryu'ith lndia and its
future," according to the EC,

The meeting; scheduled on
1\4ay22, is important as tle EU
has been acrivelytaking inputs
from its civil society for its
FTAs, especially for the 'nade
and sastainabiliqf chapters
that includes labour arrd envir-
orunent.

Civil society in ttre EU has
also been active in pursuing is-
sues relatedto IFRs andaccess
to medicine as rn'ell as health.

NEGOTTATTONS

"fhe EU is keen to conclude
its I'IA with India soon, pos-
sibly by the year+nd. Con-
sr:ltation witli the civii sociew
will help t}re bloc in fuming up
its offers and requests in se',.
eratr areas," a soufce tracking
tl1e matter told bus{nxsltna

The seventh round of the

modes," tle source said" The
proposed India-EU FTA cov-
ers over 20 chapters including
digital trade, goverr.lneni prG
cilrement, IP, State-Ormed
Enteqprises, SMEs, energ',
good regirlatory pracrices and
su*ainable development.

RAISET{G A.IHA&,ENESS
CSOs, including prominerrt
entities includiry Docrors
Wthout Borders, have been
insrn:mentrJ in raisilg a*rare-
ness about the potential im-
paa of nade pacts. Last year,
civii society dialogue v/as or-
gariised on tlie FTA, where
CSOs sharedtheir inputs. The
FTA talks, initiated in ZW7,
faced challenges but resumed
n 2022 and have beerr pro-
gressing steadi$.
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