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While mamtalmncr that India
is engaging with “the US to
ensure that deportees are
not mistreated on their flight
backto the country, External
- Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
"has called for strong govern-
ment crackdown on -illegal

immigration as well as steps
to ease visas for 1eglt1mate .

travellers,
Onthe deportation of 104

illegal Indian i immigrants by

the Trump government, in a
statement in'Rajya Sabha on
Thursday, the Minister sald
“On the basis of information
provided by vreturning de-
portees about the agents and
others involved,Jaw enforce-
ment agencies will take ne-
cessary preventive “and ex-
emplaryactions.”

_The ‘Centre’s acceptance

TOUEHR TALK, External Affairs Minister S Jalshankar ‘

addressmg Rajya Sabha durmg the Budget session, on Thursday

of the Trump reglme"s de-
cision to send back de-
portees in a” US military
plane, with their hands and
feet in shackles, ‘drew flak
from the Opposition. -

. Congress - MP Randeep
Surjewala asked if the gov-

ernment was aware that the
deportees were handcuffed
and that up to 7.50 lakh Indi-
ans in the US had reportedly

been identified as illegal im-

migrants who- are ‘to be
deported.

He also sought informa- }

tion about the number of In-

" dianswho had been placedin

deportation cénttes in the
US and the number of im-

' migrants who had received

consularaccess.,..

Jaishankay, in:
ment, pomted out that the
standard operating proced-

ure -for deportation by air-"

craft used by the Immigra-
tion and Customs
Enforcenient, effective from

2012, provides for the use of .-

restraints.

“However, we have been
informed by ICE thatwomen
and children aré not re-
strained. Further, the needs
of deportees during transit,
related to food and other ne-
cessities, including possible

medical emeérgencies are at-
tended to. During toilet

breaks, deportees are tem-
porarily unrestrained - if
needed in that regard,” he
said. -

We are, of course, enga—

.ging with the US Govern-
ment to ensu;e'that the re-
‘turning ‘deportees are not

mistreated in any manner

- during the. ﬁxght, Jaxshankar

added. -

TRAVEL CONDITIONS
“"Opposition MPs quizzed the
" government on ‘why it had

not sent its ‘own -flight/ to!*
bring back the deportees.
Trinamool = Congress MP
Saket Gokhale said in Parlia-
ment, “We are the fifth
largest economy in the world.
and soon we will become
‘Vishwa Gurw’. But, our cit-
izens are being shackled
when countries like Colom-
bia, which doesn’t ‘even fig-
ure in the top 10, can sendian
aircraft and brmg their cit-
izens back with dlgmty
What stops our government
from sending an aircraft? We
don’t have a shortage of i it. ?




