
1!
c

Cmmffrwwf,flflwlffi.ffip,drywmoffif,fifle
ryffi Jaflshmrnkar

s'ilils&qtftli$ir# t*;itul'*iu* Opposition MPs criticise government for not sending plane to bring back deportees from the US

We are, of course, enga-
gins dith the US Govern-
ment to ensure tfiat the re-
torrrirrg deportees are trot
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Amitl sen
New Delhi

While maintaining uhat India
is engaging with the US to
ensure tlut deportees are
not mistreated on their flight
backto the country, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
has called for strong govern-
menr crackdown on illegal
immigtation as v,reil as steps
to ease visas for legitimate
travellers.

On the deporcadon of 104
illegal lnciian imrnigrants by
the Ttump governmenr, in a
statement in'Rajya Sabha on
Thursday, the Minister said;
"On the basis ofinforrnation
provided by "returning de-
portees about the agents and
otlers involved,Jaw enforce-
ment. agencies will take ne.
ces$ary preventive and ex-
emplary actions."

The Centre's acceptiurce

tion about the number of In-
dians who had been placed in
deportation ,'centres in the
US and the nuglber of im-
rnigrants who had received
cons'.:lar access. .

Jaishankar, in,his state-
ment, pointed out that the
standard operating proced-
ure for deportation by aii-
craft used by the Immigra-
tion and Customs
Enforcement, effective from
2012, provides for the use of
restraints,

"Howsver, we have been
informedly ICE that women
and childreir are not. re-
srained.' Further, the needs
of deportees during transit,
related to food and other ne-
cessities, including pbssible
medical emergencies are at-
tendefl to. During toilet
breaks, deportees ilre tem-
porarily unrestrained "if
needed in that regard," he
said.

mistreated in any maruIer

TNAVELCONDITIONS
Opposition MPs quizzed the
govemment on why it had
not sent its own flight to
bring back &e deportees.
TYinaurool Congress MP
Saket Golhale said in P.arlia-
ment, "Iffe are the fifth

'$4i{I'ri:$rS tidi!&G{" External Affuirs Minister
addressing Rajya Sabha during the Budget session, on Thursday

largest economy in the world
and soon we will becope
Yishwa Guru'. But, our cit-
izens are being shaclded
when countries like Colom-
bia" which doesn't'even fig-
ure in the top 10, can send an
aircraft and bring their cit-
izens back with dignity.
What stops our government
ftom sending an aircraftilrye
dont have a shonage of it.i'

of the lYump regime's de-
cision to send back de-
porrees in a US military
plane, with their hands'and
feet in shackles,'drew flak
fromthe Opposition.

Congress MP Rahdeep
Surjewala asked if the gov-

ernment was aware that the
deportees were handcuffed
and that up to 7.50 la}& Indi'
ans in the US had reportedly
been identified as iliegal im-
migrants who are to be
deported"

He also sought informa-

ii

& a *
'o

t

)


