India-UK Free Trade Agree

.ment (FTA)" talks. in: haste. 5

under the pressure of forth-
coming general elections, as,.
- negotiations for afavourable

outcome can contlnue even.;

i

i after the new, government
_comes in,a senior ofﬁc1a1 has -
said. - .
“Indiawillnotdo anythm

under; pressure. We: are not.

McNelll vCh1ef E onormc

‘meeting top.d
including 'Finance ‘Minister.

Nirmala. Sitharaman; Coms=
nmerce Minister Piyush Goyal:

and ' senor . officials /in ' the

Prite Minister’s Ofﬁce‘ shop-

ing: 'to expedite: ‘a’ break
through ins the talks

‘PENDING ISSUES

; While‘negotiators from thev
two: sidesrhave managed to:
reach an agreement-on most
issues.in the 26, chapters-of |
.the proposed pact,there.are.

a handful of areas which con-
tmue to be i problematlc

These mclude buslness v1sas,

rules ‘of origin, IPR; final

duty- cuts . on Scotch and :

| vices ,and an’ investment
pact. “We are on our feet. We

+do compromise and we,do

accommodate 7
" quests. Butr till. the: pact is
. equitable, fair and balanced;
_India will not aceept It % the
“official'said. .-

‘other:

If the talks ‘get! pushed
back till after India’s elec-

tions, there is a: posmbihty ;

that the UK wotld then be

'get caught upinits own elec:.

utA%Nve Delhi: does’

©  not have an issue with that,
theofficial said:: e

“Even if a different party
forms the government inthe'
UK; the proposed FTA withi:
India will/ not..be under
threat, Every onewantstodo,

. business with India. It is be-

cause there are mot many

markets with the opportun—

fre-ii

and India‘is: hopeful thatrit:
will be' offer
substantial

try,” another official said: 7« -

‘The two countries are op-
timistic about bilateral trade
doubling to’ $100 billion by:
2030if the FTA is 1mp1emen-
ted soon.




