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The Indla—Nepal inter-gov-
ernmental committee on -
trade, transit and coopera-
tion is, likely to meet this
- month to discuss ways to in-
i tensxfytrade and investment -

‘ties and ‘address traderre-:

lated problems between the
1 fwo countries. ‘

| “Market access for phar~
-maceuticals ' and . Ayurvedic
products, proposed amend-
ments .to. existing agree-
ments, strategies for enhan-
cing: -+ - investment,

.harmomsatlon of standards,
and *synchronised develop-
ment of trade infrastructure:
arelikelytobe on the agendz,
as these were also discussed

~in the sub-committee meet-
ings;” sources tracking the’
matter told businessline. The -

-meeting is 1mportant, espe- -
ciallyas Indiais also tryingto
score diplomatic points with

.Nepal to check its greater -
shift towards China.

India continues to be the
largest trading partner of .
"Nepal,. according to latest
Nepal Trade Statistics re-

- leased by the Department of

Customs. " Nepal, however,
‘continues to have the highest

|- trade deficit with both its .

neighbours, India and China,
to- the amount of -NPR
(Nepalese Rupee) 144 67 bil--

¢ 4t

lion and NPR s1.sd-bﬂ1‘ibn'» ‘

‘respectively  till  mid-
Septemberof FY25." :
In FY23, India constituted

64.1 per cent of the total’
~ trade of Nepal, which in-

“cluded §8. 01 billion of ex-
ports' from India to Nepal
-and- $839.62 - million ‘of ex-
wports from ‘Nepal to Indie;
. peragovernment note.

CGLLECT]NG INPUTS

‘The Commercé Department
is collecting “inputs_ from
= various, industry bodies on
.the issues they would like to
be raised at the meeting. “In-

puts have been sought on is--
* suies such as investment bar-

rier’s, any. regulatory hurdle,
joint venture opportunities,
technologytransfer logistics

and supply chain issues and’

,any other: related 1ssues,” the
‘source said. - !

z nd contmuestob the lar sttra
“partner ofNepal es*m'lmessﬁs*rocxwom : o

s

" ‘India has béen dmcussmg
with Nepal the need to ease
exports - of Aynrvedic

“products from India and the
matter is likely tobe puirsued, -

at the meeting. “Indi

likely to talk abot gag

impediments in Nepal,” the

~ source added.

. Nepal’s = main imports"
from Indla are petroleuin

products, iron and steel, cer-+

eals, vehicles and parts, and-

‘mdchinery: parts. There are
~about 150 Indian ventures.
- operating in Nepal, engaged

in manufacturing, services-
(banking, - insurance,. dry"

. port; education and - tele*’
. com), power sector and tour-
- ism industrie. The Treaty of
Transit and the ‘Treaty of
 Tradébetween the two coun-

tries ‘are also likely to be.
chscussed : 4
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