MLEOD
andmycondude itbeforetheendof
the year. In the last 35 days, com-
_merce and industry minister Piyush .
- Goyal hield three meetings with his
counts "g}art Maros Sefcovic on the -

ment forthe FTA. we aretryingtodo
it faster” Goyal told reporters at the

it press conference with the Ital- +
;W‘Pﬁme- Minister Antanio

: he nrst‘tWo meetmgs between i
Goyaland Sefcovicwere heldon May
land May 23iinBrussels. The third
meetiriz was held on June 2 in Paris.

Pr}méj Minister Narendra Modi

- and Eirropean Commission President -
Ursula v&n der Teyen had set the
deadline of 2025 endforcondudmg

theFTA,

He said that nego‘uatmg rounds
are happeningevery month and in

" between inter-sessional meetingsare

‘being held. Every week. The EU nor-
mally keepsagap of 90 daysbetween
twonegotiating rounds of the FTAs
but in the final leg of negotiations

thereisnoletupincontact.
Goyal said after the FTA with EU
India would have fully. covered
Europe as agreement with UK has
already been finalised and with the In June 2022 Indiaand the 27-,
Europ an Free Trade Association nation EUblocresumednegotlatl ns
(EFTA)signed. EFTA coversIceland,  foracomprebensivefreetradeagree-
mec}ltenstem, Nolway, and SWItzer- ment, an investment protect?qn 5
: ‘ gt i

agreementand a pact on Geographi-
cal Indications aftera gap of over
eightyears.

So far, 11 round of negotlatxons
ontheagreementhave been held.
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