“TN dreams for notjusta $1 trillion
economy, but also a green economy’
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No other State in India has so -

many initiatives and pro-
~grammes for environmental
protection as” Tamil Nadu
‘has, Chief Minister MK Stalin

said on Thursday. “Our .

dreamis not justa one trillion
dollar economy, but it should
beagreen economy,” he said.

In the last four years, the
State has taken many initiat-
‘ives, including the Tamil
Nadu Green Climate Com-
pany and the Tamil Nadu
Green Mission, to increase
forest cover. The State also
launched the Tamil Nado
Wetland Mission and has cre-
ated a record 21 Ramsar-re-
cognised wetlands is

Through the Tamil
Climate Change Project, the
State government is frying to
control carbon emissions, he
said. He was speaking at an
event to celebrate World En-
vironment Day. Stalin also

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin

laid the foundation stone for
the Research and Develop-
ment Centre of the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control

Board to be constructed at

Guindyat a cost of ¥44 crore.

PIONEER STATE
“There is a strong link
between biodiversity and cli-
mate change. Tamil Nadu is
the pioneer realising this and,
acting accordingly,” he said.
Through the “Tamil Nadu
Neithal Restoration Project’,
the State government is

strengthiening the resilience
of key c:oastal areas at an es-
timated cost of T1,675 crore
in' collaboration with the
World Bank, he said, In the
last fovwr years, over 7,000
hectares; of 65 new forest re-
serves h ave been notified and
given legal protection, he
added.

Farther, seven wildlife
sanctuaries, including Agas-
thyamalai Elephant Reserve
and Souith Cauvery Wildlife
Reserve, have been brought
under tthe Protected Area
Networle. In addidon, the
State has created 2,403 hec-
tares of new mangrove
forests and restored 1,207
hectares; of degraded man-
groves, he said. In 2021, the
State government launched
the “Back to Manjappal”
scheme to fight plastic pollu-
tion. Today, the government

is expanding the campaign to

fight ma rine poliution. An ini-
tiative is being launched to
remove abandoned fishing
netsin 2]l 14 coastal districts.
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