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*;uir-;1iltiil$*reJ ,il,ri,;ircu, ;,qit;qrdi'tl'* lndia's trading allies cul"ious about the yole TDP, JD(U) will play in poliicy-making and the strategy the

and the E U u hcrc it is sct to take on ser ious
commitments for duq, cuts on a range of
products, includhg some agricultu.ral
iterns.

'The NDA rvill abso)ure1y be mcre de-
f'ensive now, especiaily in agriculn:re. 1'he
pushback has comc trom nu'al areai;. It iost
in Ilunjab ufuch will also play up big tirue
tluring decision making. Moreover, the RSS

is likely to be rnore asserti,re tow and may
start calling rhe siiots," Dirar added.

India's tradi;rg parurel counrries are
curious about the icle alliarce part-
ners llDP and JDU rvilt play in policy
making and the tracle strategy to be
adopted by the NDA, a.nd have been
making queries, Dhar said. While
TDP chief Chandra-uabu lJaidu is
i<norvn to iavour liberal policies, the
leader oIJDU Nitish (umar may oe
scepricd rowards l'T.&s and bu pro-
tecrive especialiy of farmers.

coalition is likely to adopt

as the new goverflinent may trrv to un(
stand what it entails.

The tate of the UI( FTA is more tiec
{-IK elections (scheduled next morli
which the EU FTA is poised mid-u,ay an
nowhere near conclusion," said trade
pertAjay Srivastala.

The BJP rr,,on 242 seats in the 2024 l
Sabha elecrions fallitg short ofthe majo.
mark of 273 seats. The BJP-led NDA r

ance, wfuch includes the JDU and TDF, v
292 sea$.'Ihe NDAis expected to forin
govenunentby the end oftheweek.

.W
Amlti sen
New Delhi

Withthe BJP falling short of a majority in
the 7:024 Lok Sabha electiens, t-here is un-
certainty arnongst some of India's trade
pailtr1ers over whether the new govern-
rnent wi}l continue with tlre past poiicy of
steady iiberalisation avrd signing of lree
trade agreements (FTAs) or become more
protectionist.

"\&'e are trying to figure out what tlese
surprisc poil results wiU meal for the gov-
ernment's trade agenda. We get a feelir:g
that the NDlfs liberalising stance will come
down stinre notches. To wh'at extent it will
affect ongoing FTA negodations is to be
seen," an officialfromacountrywithwhich
trndia is negotiating an .FTA told
bztshtasLine.

'fhe need 1o focus more ofi grassroot is-
sues such as protectingjobs and preseruing
liveiihoods coupledwith pressure frorn cer-
tain coalition partners on protecring sens-
itive sectors, such as agrianlture and lr:1-
nerable indusu'ies, may push the BJP-led
NDA govemment to switch gears and even
change tracks, some trade analysts say.

$,eq&{ffiflP &&ffi$qm&- prime Minister Narendra Modi with key allies TDP chief N Chandrababu
Naidu, JD(U) chief Nitish Kumar and Shiv Sena (Shinde) chief Eknath Shinde du,"ing the NDA

rneeting in New Delhi pr

ls

It
'\Vlten gcveminents are uncenain of

rheir iriture, rlrey rend to lir:ld on to their
dornestic ct-rnsrituencies more and become
protoctioilists. The NDd is likely to now
pri r i'cs ears to the grourrd and try to address
problern:; such as wicle spreadjoblesgness
that cleirted dissatisfaction arnongst
voters. Is$ues such as labour standards that
trade partners like the EU ancl the UK are

7

til,ing to integrate ',r.itir the F'fAs that are
being negotiate will be very difhcuit fbr In-
ciia to accept rrow," said Bisuajit Dhar, Dis-
tinguishecl Prof'essor, Council fbr Sociai
Devel,rpment.

rTTA NEGOTIA'TIONS
India is deep into negotiating FTAs r.,?ith

countries such as the UK, Oman, Aus.rralia

DtrI.AY$ EX]PEC'J][IL)
Some feel that the approach toivards
IIl'As may not see a rnajor change but
*rings will get deiayed. ''I'he FTA
wi$ Omrn, which is ready for sign
ing, may be delayed by a few months
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