India, EUspeed upworkon FTA talks

India and the European Union
(EU) accelerated work on nego-
tiating texts for a free trade
agreement (FTA) and initiated
discussions on the modalities
of the exchanges of offers on
market access in goods, serv-
ices, investment, and public
procurement during the fourth
round of negotiations that con-
cluded last month in Brussels.

While both sides have a
“deeper understanding” of the
sensitive issues in the trade
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agreed upon. Thisincluded the
non-discrimination principle.
The EU wants binding com-
mitments from India in gov-
ernment procurement, while
India has not been keen on
showing flexibility in the sen-
sitive non-discriminating prin-
ciple — to treat foreign and
domestic bidders at par. “Only
very few provisions remain to
be discussed and most of the
text is already agreed,” it said.
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