
Karn atakato set up EV city near Bengaluru,
Energy Storage IiolicY,"
Ktrarge said. He addr:d that
the State leads India in EV
adoption and start-t,tp pres-
ence. 'lMith nearly 5,400
public charging stations and
'almost 20 per cent r:f all EVs
sold in the country
Karnataka continues to lead
India's electric m,obiliqr ad-
option,"he said.

Ktrarge said pannershiPs
with the Automotive Re-
search Association of India
(ARAI) and International
Centre for Automotive Tech-
nology (ICAT) would reduce
time and costs for local in-
novators. "Currently, many
have to go outside the State
for testing and certification,"
he said.

Officials and representat-
ives from companies includ-
ing Ather Energy, Bosch,
Kinetic Group, Continental,
BillionE Mobility,'Indofast
Energy, Yulu, Evotron Mo-
torsports and Sun Mo,bilitY
attendedthe meeting.
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The Karnataka government
plans to set up an electric-
vehicle (EV) city near
Bengaluru to strengthen the
State's electric-mobility
ecosvstem.

Tlie proposal was dis-
cussed during a highJevel in-
dustry consultation organ-
ised by the Department of
Electronics, IT and Biotech-
nology, chaired by the IT-BT
Minister Priyank Ktrarge, on
Thursday.

More than 30 EV and bat-
tery technology companies
participated in the consulta-
tion, including major manu-
facturers, component sup-
pliers and mobiliry start-ups.

The proposed EV Citywill
be developed over 100 acres
within atwo-hour drive from
Bengaluru. It is planned as an
end-to-end EV innovation
andvalidationhub.

The facilitywill house ori-
ginal equipment manufac-

'iilrlr"'l 
ll'

Priyank Kharge, Karnataka

lT-BT Minister (file photo)

turers (OEMs), micro, small,
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), suppliers, incub-
ators and shared infrastruc-
ture. A key coniponent is a

50-acre integrated proving
andtestingzone.

Planned infrastructure
also include urban road sim-
ulations, gradient and hill-
testing facilities, and valida-
tion of advanced driver as-

sistance systems. The city
will also support EV software
and rybersecurity testing.
Fast and smart charging test-
beds, vehicle performance
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The l0O acre hub
will be an
end-to-end EV
innovation and
validation hub with
integrated proving
and testing ground

testing, roadworthiness cer-
tification and EV comPonent
benchmarking facilities are
alsoplanned.

SKILLING CENTRE
The EV City will host a
Centre ofExcellence for EVs
and battery technologies,
along with a skilling and tal-
ent academy. TYaining u,ill
cover both white-collar and
shop-floorroles.

The government plans to
offer pay-as-you-use com-
mon facilities to reduce
entry barriers for start-ups
andMSMEs.

"Karnataka was among
the first States tobringa ded-
icated Electric Vehicle and
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