India calls for decisive

actionagainst non-tariff
barriersat WTO
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India has called for decisive
actionagainstnon-tariffbarriers
andrestoration ofthe paralysed
disputesettlement mechanism
asitpushed forcomprehensive
World Trade Organization
{WTO) reforms during high-
level ministerial discussions
inParis. Commerceand Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal outlined

India's reform agenda at a
mini-ministerial gathering of
25 WTO member countries.

_ The minister emphasised
the need to address trade dis-
tortions and strengthen mul-
tilateral governance ahead of
nextyear's crucial ministerial
conference. While speakingto
reporters, Piyush Goyal artic-
ulated India's three-pronged

approach to WTO moderni-
sation.
"India made a strong pitch

foraddressingnon-tariffbarriers

that certain countries use to
depriveothersof marketaccess,
takingnecessaryaction against
non-market economies, and
ensuring we have a strong
disputesettlementmechanism,”
he said. Further, Mr Goyal
expressedscepticismaboutthe
effectiveness of the Multi-Party
Interim Appeal Arbitration
Arrangement (MPIA), saying
thatwhilesomemembershave
promoted theMult-Party Interim
Appeal Arbitration Arrangement
as an alternative, "only one or
twomembersspokeaboutthat,
but there doesn't seem to be
much consensus or traction to
thatidea.Thaven'theard ofany

casesresolved through MPIA." |




