| FEBUREAU -
' New Delhi, June &

- AS NEGOTIATORS FROM India
and the US start their next round of
talks on the Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment (BTA) on Thursday, India is
closely watching legal challenge to
Trump. tariffs while proceeding
with the negotiations. Though India_
islooking forabalanced and mutu-

allybeneficial trade agreement with

the US,“whatwe getas compared to
othercountrieswill determinewhat
we ultimately finalise in the deal’
an official said. .

Alongwith India, the USis nego-
tiatingtrade agreementswith more
than 75 countries afterannouncing
reciprocal tariffs in April.

Asked if some kind of interim
trade deal can be agreed upon
before July 9 —.until when the tar-
iffs have been paused — the official
said a lot of uncertainties are there
at present because of developments

| like the Trump administration’s
plan to further increase tariffs on

~steel arid the legal challenge to tar-

TARIFF TROUBLE _

a Last week, a US court struck

* down President Donald Trump's

sweeping use of emergency
‘powers to impose tariffs

a@india has recently initiated action
against the US at WTO regarding
additional duties on steel, 5,
avtomobiles & auto components ;

iffs. Légt week, a US trade court
struck down President Donald

Trump’s sweeping use of emer-
gency powers to impose tariffs on -

dozens of countries, but the ruling

was subsequently stayed by an

appeals court. The higher court
ordered the plaintiffs in the matter
torespond byfune 5andthe admin-
istration by June 2, s
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Iéé | challenge toTrump

tariffs hangs over BTAtalks

BUT WITHIN THE constraints of
‘uncertainties, India has to find path-
wayswhichare good forthe country,
the cfﬁcialsaidi[nﬁlemdetaﬁm,the
US is negotiating ways to reduce its
deficit with India through lower
duties  and greater :

Aj{he péfsén_ said the US isa major
trading partner of India, with a sig-

nificant trade surplus in India’s

favour. Moreover, a large number of
jobs are linked to exports to the US.
Indi_a has recently initiated action

Indiawantsto . against the US at the

market access. India - Mg © WTO regarding - addi-
wantstokeepitsshare k??p s s.h§r ?’ . tional duties on steel,
of trade in its largest oftradeinits automobiles and auto

market by avoiding

largest market by  components, Asked if

reciprocal tariffsand  aveiding reciprocal * simifar action will follow

high sectoral duties. . tariffs and high  inothercasesthe official
Discussions are’ . sectoral duties said India will protect its
focussed on what are interests, “We will see
the products where what is good forIndia...

greater tariff liberalisation can help
meet that goals.

- India’sexportstothe USarerising
and India can increase imports of
products like shale gas, LNG, and
crude oil from America todiversifyits -
importbasketasprices of theseitems
arelowerinthe US, the officialadded.

accordingly we will take decisions;”
theofficialsaid, =" -~ v
In February, India and the US

decided to enter into a BTA by

autumn of this year. In the mean-
time, both sidesare alsoexploringan
interim dealbeforethe reciprocal tar-

iffs fully kck i
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