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FMto GST officials: Leverage
tech forbetter taxpayer services

E!’E‘CHRM@ FOR TRANSPARENCY. Engage with stakeholders to understand their

concerns, enhance comp

New: Delhi

| Finance - Mihister ~ Nirmala

Sitharaman on Monday urged
all’ the GST formations to
leverage technologyto plugthe
loopholes as well as:provide
better taxpayer services. She
also called for clarity on classi-

fication related issues should

be looked into-at the earliest
throughappropriate channels,

Sitharaman was addressing
first-ever  National Confer-
ence of Enforcement Chiefs of
the State and the Central GST

- Formations. She “advocated
_ for sharing of emerging best

practices, emphasising the
need for seamless coordina-
tion across States in the larger

. national interest,” a Finance
Ministry statement said,

Shealso stressed on the sig-
nificance of holding such
meetings regularly among en-
forcement chiefs of Centre
and States, and to leverage this
platform  for  discussing
obstacles, exchanging success-
ful strategies, and oollectively
advance towards a more ro-
bust and harmonious tax
infrasttucture. =~ .

The Minister exhorted the
GST officials to engage with
stakeholders to understand
their concerns, enhance com-

TAKING STOCK, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman atthe

liance and streamline processes, urges Nirmala J'S'ithar‘:a}g':a

one-day National Conference of Enforcement Chiefs of State and
Central GST Formations, in New Delhi, on Monday eri

pliance, streamline processes,

-and work collaboratively. to-

wards making the tax system
more transparent ‘and: effi-
cient.

Speaking on this occasion,
Minister of State in the Fin-
ance Ministry Pankaj Chaud-
hary  expressed optimism
about achieving a monthly tar-
getof2-lakhcrorein GSTrev-
enuesoon.

TAXEVASION

The meetingnoted that the na-
tionwide crackdown on fake
registrations and bogus billing
from May last year alone has

resulfed in detection of ITC

tax evasion of 49,623 crore,
involving 31,512 - bogus
firms. It was also said that fake
ITC evasion 6f31,14,755 crore

from theyear 2020till date.
In his speech, Revenue Sec-

retary Sanjay Malhotra em- *

phasised the crucial role of en-

forcement . in ensuring the -

success of the GST system.
“He outlined key priorities -
targeting high-risk areas, com-
bating tax evaders, balancing
enforcement with taxpayer
rights, strengthening collabor-
ation between Central and
State authorities, and gather-
ing feedback for improvement

-_in policy and technological in-
“terventions,” the statement -

said. .
Chairman of Central Board

of Indirect Taxes & Customs

(CBIC) Sanjay Kumar Agarwal
said that fake entities and GST
evasion not only erode our na-
tional revenue but also distort

" the real tim

ra State GST4 ed. |

e monitoring dash- _
board of suspected non-génu-
ine tax payers (NGTPs). Ason
February 29, State has identi-
fied 41,601 suspected NGTPs
out of which 6,034 NGTPs
weredetected.

Gujarat highlighted the re-
cent success of GST Seva
Kendras in reducing the num-
ber of fake registrations. The
recent case involving fake re-
lg;svuaﬁon wherein 20.people

e been arrested under-Gu-
jarat Control of Terrorism and
Organised Crime Act, 2015
was also highlighted as a case
studyofbest practice.

Karnataka highlighted
unique case typologies such as
bill trading in setvices sector
and mild steel scrap, misclassi-
fication etc. West Bengal high-
lighted the benefits of estab-
lishing a cyber forensic lab |
aiding investigation of: GST |
frauds. R




