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dardimports

ahrmed over iacreaSing re-
quests for the import of sreel,
especial$ in some auto-
grade and capital goods cat-
egories not covered under In-
dian standards,' the Stee1
Ministry is looking at specifi c
ltrntervention' on such non-
standardised products aad
check shipmentg of ttre
metal.

A meeting has been called
on October 4 rrhere discus-
sions on products being im-
ported and cu:rently outside
the purview of quality con-
uol orders (QCO) will be
takentrp.

The Minisw is alreadv in
favour of aouUting cust6ms
duty on imported *eel, in-

c,luding&om China" while it
i3 in discussion with the
Commerce Minisay to re-
view FTAs wit}r ASEAN, Min-
istry sources told
businessline.

?usIIroRnBylslr
In d recent letter to the De-
partment of Rwenue, the
Steel Ministry, citing an in-
ternal assessment, men-
tioned that they would look
at 'teducing NOC granted
for imports from non-BIS li-
censed manufachrrers";

It also pointed out the
need for'teview of Bureau of
Indiah Stsndards (BIS) li-
cences granted to foreiglr
manufacturers and discre-
tion to be exercised at the
time of renewal of existing
licences."

The Ministrry is also in fa-
vour ofno new BIS licences

being issued fcr next one
year. 
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"It has been observed that
a sigaificant number of NOC
requebts are beirrg reeeived
forthe hpcn of steel grades
cur:reatly not covered by tle
fuidia:i Standarcis notifieC
u-nder the QC0. To rninimise
non-BIS imports, there is an
urgent need for interves-
t!ons," $tated an offici*l from
the technical division ofthe
Steel Minisay in an email
sent to various stakeholders,
including auromobile rnanu-
facftuers, steei mi}Is, impor-t-
ers, and e4porters.

Communications have
alsobeen sent tothe Director
Ge,neral of indian Standards
and the Chairman of the
CBtrC, Deparrment of &.ev-
enue (baslhesslirie has re-
vievred a eopy of the email).

A Steel Mlnistry official

stated drat some of the im-
porc requests pertala to
CRGO steel (colci rolled
grain ortented;. Addirionaliy,

used in car da&ufactilring
aod certain elloy steels re-
quired for capital gruos are
also under review-

As of Octq*ef US23, Ure
regulations stare ri:at aii steei
imports'rtot cleared by the
Bureau of lrrdian Staadards
(BIS) tnust obta-rn approval i
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IncidenfalFy, lnriia has
,lreuff seen an incriase in
Chinese imports of tle rnetal
- up to a fue-year high (for
tle five month period) oi,
1.14 miilion tonnes (mi) for
April - Airgust penod. lm-
portg wer€ up 32 per ceat
year^on-year.
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