Canadagoingthrough
‘challenging time’ with
India,says Trudeau

India asks Canada to withdraw 41 diplomats, reports FT
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Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on
Tuesday said Canada was going through
an “extremely challenging time” with
India but asserted that Ottawa will con-
tinue to have “constructive relations”
with New Delhi, amid the diplomatic row
between the two countries over the killing of
a Khalistani separatist.

Speaking to reporters in Ottawa, Trudeau
also said that it’s important for Canada to have
diplomats on the ground in India, amid a report
by London-based Financial Times that New
Delhi wants as many as 41 of 62 remaining
Canadian diplomats out of the country.

“Obviously, we’re going through an
extremely challenging time with India right
now,” Trudeau was quoted as saying by the
Canadian newspaper.

He, however, did not confirm the FT report
that India has asked Canada to withdraw 41 of
62 diplomats from the country.

Asked if his government would retaliate by
asking India to remove diplomats based in
Canada, Trudeau insisted his government
would try to keep working with New Delhi.

“WE'RENOT LOOKINGTO
ESCALATE, WE'RE GOING
TOBEDOING THEWORK
THAT MATTERS IN

(ONTINUING TO HAVE

" (ONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONS

WITH INDIA"

JUSTIN TRUDEAU, Prime Minister, Canada

..\I.

“We’re not looking to escalate, as I've said,
we’re going to be doing the work that matters
in continuing to have constructive relations
with India through this extremely difficult
time,” Trudeau said.

Tensions flared between India and Canada
last month following Trudeau’s allegations of
“potential” involvement of Indian agents in
the Kkilling of Khalistani extremist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar on June 18 in British Columbia.
India angrily rejected the allegations as
“absurd” Nijjar was shot dead by two masked
gunmen. India had designated Nijjar as a ter-
rorist in 2020.



