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MIN'STER FOR FORIiGN

,NDlAlS COUNTING on Ger-
rnany's supPort to deePen its
tiesrvith the EuroPean Union

iEU) and expedite trade ta1ks,

foreign minister S laishankar
said on WednesdaY, as he
urged a doubling ofbilateral
trade with Berlin;

laishankar met his Ger-
man counterPart, |ohann
Wadephul, who is on a two-
dav visit to India, in New
oJlhi, *ith both rninisters
later calling for anincrease in
bilateral trade, including in
the areas of defence and
security,

"lVe count on Your suP-
port to deepen our relation-
ship with the EuroPean Uaion
and erpedite the FTAnegotia-
tion," he told l{adePhul as

they began their talks,
referring to a iree trade agree-
ment(FTA).

Trade negotiations
betrveen India and the EU -
which resumed in 2021after
being stalled for eight Years -

have faced hurdles overthe
EU's push to cut imPort ta,xes

be

concluded in the coming
mont}ts.

"If others Put uP trade bar-
riers, thenlve should resPond
by lorvering them/lvadePhul
said.

Trade minister PiYush
Goyal had said on TuesdaY
that trade officia.ls'.vere hold-
ing talks in Brussels.

lVadephul's visit comes
days after the US doubled its
taiiffs on Indian goods,
imposing a Punitive 25olo

additional lery over India's
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External affairs rninister (EAM)

S Jaishankar.with his German

counterpart Johann WadePhul
(left) during a meeting in

New Delhi on WednesdaY
PT]

on cars and dairywhile seek-
ing stricter climate and
1a6our rules on Indian goods,

India lvants to Protect local
farmers, avoid rigid green
rules and keeP control over
lega1 disputes.

- 
While faishankar, sPeak-

ing to reporters afterWednes-
day's meeting, said India
ruould like the FIA to reach a
udecisive conclusion" in the
coming daYs, the German
minister said the deal couid

purchases ofRussian oil, seen
^by 

Washington as financing
Moscow's war effort in
Ukraine, on toP of
the initial 2 5 o/o tariff that was

aurounced in |ulY.
India has sharPlY criti-

cised both the US and the EU,

saying it is being unfairlY sin-
gled out bY them over its
Russian oil Purchases rvhen

they both trade extensivelY
with Moscorv desPite the war
in Ukraine.
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