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; ‘The Indlan auto mdustry has.

urged the government to ex-
tend Corporate Average Fuel
Efficiency (CAFE)-3 norms
* primarilybecause of growing
concern over the steep fall in

. sales of light commercial =
vehicles (N1 category, with ey
maximum mass not exceed-

: mg 3.5  tonnes), sources said.

dustry and the Ministry of
Road Transport+and. High-

'day saw an exhaustiv

HIGH COST

The industry representat—
ives,” includipg " members
from the Society of Indian
- Automobile - Manufacturers
- (SIAM), have informed the
government - that * high

ways, (MoRTH) on Wi dnes-

JN@‘E‘ A é@@@ CH@E@E, SIAM mformed the government that
. high vehicle costs, low i incomes, and fimited financing make
A meeting betweenthe in-

light' vehlcle ownershlp lessaffordable RAMESHKURUP S

vehicle costs, low ‘iricomiés -

and limited financing op-

tions make N1 vehicle own- .

ership'in India significantly

‘less affordable ‘in compar- -
‘isonto global scenario, ,
Since - 2021-22, ‘sales of

such-vehicles have dipped at
a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of- 1.64 per
cent; they informed. -

“This ‘segment is highly

sensitive'to macr: o-economic -

volatility and uncertainty. A
temporary ‘uptick in sales.

was observed post Cov1d.

Men by repla'cement' de--

mand, and increased need
for last-mile delivery solu-
tions,
sales have resumed a down-
ward - ‘trajectory,”: said - a
source privyto the meeting.
Therefore,
posed a phased evaluation
approach -by OEMs for the
relevant vehicle categories,

_with fuel economy norms to
be established based on res-

ults “from the ' evaluation

stage. According to sources, ..
- SIAM proposed a phase-wise

‘but - subsequently, -

SIAM  ‘pro-.

April 2028 (for 12 tonnes to

28 tonnes), followed. by 28 |
tonnes to 55° .tonnés ‘in .|

phase-II by Ap“‘ll 2029 and

3.5 tonnes to 12 tonnes from |
~ April2030in phase—III &
- However, not all in the in-
dustry are agreeing to sucha |
proposal, especially when'it |
" comes to the N1 category, .|
saying that it would' dilute -

the whole purpose of Con-
stant Speed Fuel Consump-
tion (CSFC, similar to CAFE

‘ norms) norms for commer--

cial vehicles. CSFC involves
testing fuel efficiency at spe-

“¢ific, constant speeds

EMISSION NORMS

The purpose of the govern-

ment is to reduce the CO:
emission, ‘so _postponing of

. -the norms would impact the
environment, said a source.
“Some OEMs are suggest- .

ing postponing the norms

for the N1 category, which

will dllute + environmental
control ,” the source added.

1mp ementanon across vari-. 5
.ous . tonnage ;
starting with phase-I from |

categories 1’

N
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