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MUKESH JAGOTA
Paris, June 3

INDIA ON TUESDAY moved the
World Trade Organization (WTO)
against 25% additional duties

imposed by the US on imports of

automobiles and auto paits.

- New Delhi’s move to seek “con-
‘sultations”at the WTO on this“safe-
guard measure” by the world’s
largest economy comes close on the
heels of the US rejecting India’s
notice to the world body, proposing
retaliatory action against the 25%
US tariffs on steel and aluminium.
The US argued that these tariffs

. were imposed on national security
grounds, and cited alleged proce-
dural errors in India’s filing.

Inacommunicationtothe WTO
on auto tariffs, India has main-
tained that the US failed to notify
the WTO Comunittee on Safeguards
on taking a decision to apply the
safeguard measure.“Accordingly,as
an affected member with signifi-
cant exportinteresttothe USinthe
products coricerned, Indiarequests
consultations with the US,” it said,

“India looks forward to receiv-
ing a prompt reply to this request
from the US and to setting a
mutually convenient date and

- venue for the above-mentioned

consultations.Indiareservesallits

rights underthe Agreement Estab-
lishing the WTO, including the

Agreement on Safeguard 7 India

said in the WTO filing,

The extra US tariffs on imports
of passenger vehicles, light trucks

‘and automobile parts came into

ETALKS

effect on May 3,2025 and is foran
unlimited duration. India’s note to
the WTO objecting to the US auto
tariffsisatatimeboth the countries
are moving fast to conclude abilat-

" eral trade agreement, which will

likely help improve two-way trade.
Reportssuggested earlierthat India
may be open to reducing customs
duties on auto parts imports from
the US,which are currently applied
intherange of 10-15%.

India is particularly peeved at

the tariff increase on auto compo-
nents, as the country’s exports of
these products to the US are to the
tune of around $6 billion annually.

Continved on Page 10 .
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