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THE US TRADE deﬁcﬂ: shrank in

secure goods and materialsbefore
- the Trump admmzstratmns
sweepmgtarxffs :

trade narrowed 6.19% from the

r, Commerc
owed Thursday The median

conomists called fora §123.5 bil-
: hon shortfall.

- Thevalue of exports rose 2. 9%

- in a broad advance, while lmports

rémained near a record. The fig-

" ures aren’t adjusted for mﬂatmn

Merchandise imports declined

slightly ona pullbackin industrial

materials, while most other cate-

gories such as business equip-

Februaryfmm arecordatthestart -
of the year as stronger exports
blunted the impact of a rush to.

The gap in goodsand sevices -

_prior mcmth to §122.7 bﬂhon, v
Departmem data

‘estimate ina Bloomberg survey of * |

ment, consumer goods and motor
“vehicles  increased.The report
comes as the world s still process- -
ing President Donald Tramp’s roll- -
out of reciprocal tariffs on
Wednesday, which assigns a base-
line rate of 109% globally. But sev-

eral countries, like China and Viet-
nam, will be hit with levies much

" higher than that. Imports may
',veryweﬂfaﬂmﬂle comingmonths
.—whichwould help tonarrowthe . -
trade gap, one of Trump’s aims

with his policy — asbusinesses try - ]

to avoid outsourcing expensive

- foreign goods.

The US report showed a $4.2
billion decliné in the value of

_inbound shipments of mdusmal
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Recurring applications for US
unemployment benefits rose to
the highest since November 2021,
adding to signs it’s proving more
difficult for out-of-work people to
reenter the workforce.

Continuing claims, a proxy for
the number of people receiving’

benefits, increased to 1.9 million

in the week ended March 22,

slightly higher than econormsts ‘

expected.




