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Maruti to set up 100K charging points

NITIN KUMAR

_ New Delhi, December 2

INDIA'S LARGEST CAR-
MAKER, Maruti Suzuki, is
aiming to set up over 100,000
electric vehicle (EV) charging
points across the country by
2030 to boost consumer con-
fidence in EV adoption, the
company’s MD and CEO
Hisashi Takeuchi told FE.

The automaker, which is
preparing to launch its first
electric vehicle, the eVitara, is
targeting tobecome the largest
fast-charging OEM network.
Maruti has partnered with 13

charge point operatorsand has

already installed 2,000 exclu-

‘sive charging points across

1,100 cities.

Takeuchi said, “We are
adopting a two-pronged strat-
egy. First, by offering a vehicle
with excellent driving range
and second, by building a
strong EV ecosystem that
ensures convenience and
peace of mind for our cus-
tomers."

He added: “Our customers
can access all these charging
points through the ‘e for me’
app. This app offers several
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unique benefits and will
enable them toexperience a
seamless EV ownership jour-
ney from discovery to usage
and payment.’

Lack of charging infra-
structure has been cited as
the biggest bottleneck to
faster EVadoption in
India. Currently,
around 30,000,
public EV charg- ¢
ing stations are

,/bur customers can access all
 these charging points -
through the ‘e for me’ app

installed nationwide, but
India still lags behind more
mature EV markets.

Partho Banerjee, senior

‘executive officer, marketing

and sales, Maruti Suzuki, noted
that the companywill focuson
highways and expressways,
planninga chargerevery 5-10
km on average in key loca-
tions across the top 100
cities.The companywill also
offer battery-as-a-service,a

't subscription-based owner-

ship model, and an assured

* buyback programme for the e

Vitara. These options aim to
reduce upfront costs
while providing
long-term value
and flexibilityin
ownership. -




