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THERE HAS BEENTobreakorletup
innegotiations on the India-UKfree

“itfade agreement and the 13th" ;
tingpopulation ofheavy‘,_ Lo

due to political developments in the
UK. There are 26 chapters in the,

ag:eement,wmch include goods,ser-’

vices, investments and intellectual
propertyrights.Theinvestment treaty
isbeingnegotiated alongmﬂltheFI‘A
asaseparateagreement. -

“Majorityof chaptersareclosedor

are in advanced stages of negotia-
tions” the official said.
. Whileless contentiousissueshave

_ been sorted out, protxacted'negotié—
_Honsonissues ofinteresttoIndia,like
 greater access forits skilled profes-

sionals from sectors like IT, and
healthcare in the UK market, be51des‘
market access fot severaf gcoasa mﬁ

round of ‘talks that began in Sep* - customsduties;arestillon. -~
tember still continues, a senior offi- . Onthe otherhand,theUKlsseek-
cial said Thursday. , ) ing a significant cut in
Talks on the 13th * India and UK began: import duties on goods
round havenowmoved  the talks for FTAIn - suchds seotch whiskey,
tothevirtualmodeand January 2022, with automobiles,lambmeat,
negotiators ‘are not  ap aim to conclude chocolates-and certain
workmgmﬂxadeadhne, © . eallé by - confectionaryi items.
theofficialwhodidnot ‘talk;gghcbc:to;eri Britainisalsolooking
" wishtobenamed,said. 25, g € formore opportunities-
Indiaand UKbegan dead'hne was - for UKservicesinIndian
the talks for free-trade ~ missed marketsinsegmentslike
agreement (FTA)inJanu- ; ; telecommunications,
ary 2022,withanaimto legal and financial ser-
condudetallsbmeah(OctoberM wces(bamungandmsurance)
2022),but the deadline was missed The UK has demanded national

‘treatment for its services busi-

nessesand greater freedom to its

. professionals to operate in India -

during negotiations.

National treatment means treat-
ing foréigners and locals equally
withregard torules and regulations.
Italso meansequal access to oppor-
tunities for overseas operators and
not doing anything that puts them
atadisadvantage.




