« Wholesale units
grow 7% onyear
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; MOTORCYCLE AND
; SCOOTER dispatches to deal-
. ers rose for the second consec-
! utive month in Augustasman-
ufacturers bet on an expected
! surgeindemandinthe upcom-
ing festive period. Sales of six
two-wheeler brands, which
control about 95% of the
domestic market,clockeda 7%
yezr-on-year rise in volumes
during August to 1.74 million
urnits. A bountiful monsoon,
whichshould augurwell forthe
rural retail demand, is one of
the reasons fortherisein sales.
The increase in volumes in
August comes despite the pos-
sibility ofacut inthegoodsand
services tax (GST)to 189% from
289  on  two-wheelers
expected this month. Retail
volumes are expected to be
lower in the month as con-
© sumers would wait to benefit
from the revised GST. Aloss in
. preduction due toshortagesin
| rare earth magnet supplies did
. not hamper growth.
Hero MotoCorp, the coun-
' try’s largest two-wheeler
' maker, saw a 5% growth in
- volumesto 510,139 units, dri-
: ven by both motorcycles and
scooters.“Optimistic market
; sentiment is anticipated for
| the festive season, driven by
i favourable monsoon, an
i
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Festive demand drives up
August two-wheeler sales
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increase in agricultural
demand,and a projected boost
in overall consumption dueto
impending GST reforms,” the
company said ina statement,

TVS Motor Company saw
the best growth among its
peers. The company clocked
28% growth in volumes to
368,862 units, Sales of its
electric vehicles grew moder-
ately in comparison at 1.4%
during the month.

Eicher Motors-owned Royal
Enfield saw a 57% growth in
dispatches to 102,876 units.
New colours and variants of
some of its popular models
helped the company in growth
involumes.

Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India and Bajaj Auto
were the only companies that

recorded a fall in volumes.
While Honda  volumes
declined by 2% to 481,021
units, Bajaj sales fellby 12%to
184,109 units. Pune-based
BajajAuto suffered from short-
ages in magnets, which
affected production of Chetak
electric scooter. The company
clarified in August that sup-
plies of the magnets have
improved and that it is ramp-
ing tp production.

“The two-wheeler segment
continued tooutperform, likely
due to inventory build-up for
the festive season,” ICICI Secu-
tities said in a report.

Researchand ratingagency
Icra expects India’s domestic
two-wheeler industry to regis-
ter a growth of 6-9% year-on-
yearinFY26.




