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Trump says trade deal between USA
& India, with'much less tariffs', soon
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United States President Don-
ald Trump confirmed that
a trade deal between the US
and India, with "much less
tariffs" will soon be

" announced.
"I think we are going to

have a deal with India. And
that is going to be a different
kind of a deal. It is going to
be a deal where we are able
to go in and compete. Right
now, lndia does not accept
anybody in. I think India is
going to do that, and if theY
do that, we are goingto have
a deal for muchless tariffs,"
Mr Trump said, while speak-
ing with reporters on board
Air Force One.

India faces the looming
return of Mr TrumP's cur-
rently suspended 26 Per cent
reciprocal tariffs on manY
of its exports to the USA.
Imposed on 2 April, the
tariffs were paused for 90
days, and without another
agreement, they will likelY
resume automatically.

The US President's com-
ments come hours after US
Treasury'Secretary Scott
Bessent said on TuesdaY
that the USA-and India are
rrearing adeal to lower tariffs
onAmerican imports to the
South Asian country and to
help India avoid levies
imposed by the TrumP
administration, which will
rise sharply nort week.

India faces the looming return of Mr Trump's
currently suspended 26 per cent reciprocal
tariffs on many of its expofts to the USA.

lmposed on 2 April, the tariffs were paused for
90 days, and without another agreement, they
witt likely resume automatically.

Notably, earlier this week,
External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar at an event in
NewYorkhad said: "We are
in the middle - hopefully
more than the middle - of
a very intricate trade nego-
tiation.r'

Ateam of Indian officials
visited Washington last week
in apush to finalise an agree-
ment before the tariff Pause
expires on 9 fuly.

Special Secretary Rajesh
Agarwql, who is headingthe
Indian delegation, has
extended his stay by another

day to try to break the
impasse.

The India-US tariff issue
stems from longstanding
trade tensions, particularly
around market access, high
import duties, and trade
imbalances.

Disputes also emerged
over India's high duties on
products such as motorcy-
cles, agricultural goods, and
tech items, along with Policies
like data localisation. Several
of these disagreements esca-
lated to the World Trade
Organisation (WTO).
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