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Ma n ufactu rin o
tl

retreatecl to a

low. As international sales
expanded, panellists cited
gains froin Asia, Eu-rope and
the Middie Eest, the report
^-i Isdiu.

.TOB CT#AT"N$IiJ
ln terms cf emplo;t'trent,
panellists noted that c*"pa-

ciqr pressures amorig manu-
facturers re*:aineei rnild.
Outstanding business rose at
a margrnaiiy siower pe-ce
-.han in Februarv. In furn, re-
cruitnrent drives were reined
in. "Employ'rnent nevetthe-

tr&i€

n in globafi orders
iess rose at solid i:ate in the
conteffi cf suq,ey dal"a.," ttr*
rep*n sarid,

,Arrici reporis of irigher
prices for cepper, electronic
items, icather, LPC and ruh-
be4 cost burdens rose firr-
-rker. Tire overail rate of iii-
flation accelerated ts e

riuee-monih ilgh bui re-
marned erell beio.a its i*ng-
ri.rn aYefage. conversel;r," the
increase in prices charged
for Irdian goods was softer.
lr{arch's rise was mode:'ate
and the weakest in a year.

Regarding prospects, thf
repol"t mertioned that fa-
vourabie ciemand conrii-
tions, better cusromgr rela-
tions and p::ojects pending
approval undelpinned up-
beat forecasi* far output
ievels in the ccr':ring 12
months,

"Business exper-ii,,ri*rrs
remairred fairl,v optimisiic,
vrith a.ro,*:rd 3$ per cent af
stjlvey partieipants fcresee-
irrg gieater ourput volumes
in the year ahead, compared
to less :han 2 per cent who
antieipatfr a. csntraetion,"
Ehandari c*nctruded.
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actif ities
closed flscal on
a scund

orders slowed, over-
momeiltlEn re-

PMI increase.
Total sales in March ex-

panded at the fast€ct pace
since July 2024, as colriFan-
ies cited positive eustomer
interest, far,-orirable demend
conditions and successful
marketing irdtiatives" Ai a

result, firms sealeci up pro-
duction roit*tres at the close
olnscal tut4-45.

The rate ef expansion vias
sharp, exceeding its l*stor-
ical average and reaching an
eight-m*nth higir. Aitiio*gl:
new eiry,crt crders co$tiiiued
to ircrease strongly in

rnaii:red. re"nust, and the nerv
oqgJers ind*x recorded an
eight-month high crf 51.5.
Streng demaird prornpted
firm3 tc tap into th.eir invent-
::r'ies, cailsing the festest
rirop in &nislied goods stoeks
in *t'er thi:ee vea::6," Pranjul
iihandari, Cirlef india Eea-
nomic'i al HSBC, said

R.egqrding tlie h{arch
nuraber, t}te suney report
*oted. a sirtrnger co$trillu-
tion &c;n 1r$ largest sub-
coltlponent, th*j l'lew 0rders
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