Maruti Suzuki takes on
rivals over CAFE norms
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New Delhi, December 1

MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA on
Monday cautioned that small
cars may have to be phased out
if the government’s proposed
norms on reducing fuel con-
sumption and carbon emis-
sions become “unscientific
and unjust,” amid escalating
tensions within the automo-
bile industry over the upcom-
ing Corporate Average Fuel
Efficiency (CAFE) regulations.

Rahul Bharti, executive

director, corporate affairs at

Maruti Suzuki, pushed back
against criticism from Tata

Motors, Mahindra & Mahin-

dra, JSW MG Motor, and
Hyundai, which have termed
the proposed weight-based
emission relaxations “arbi-
trary”. Bharti dismissed the
criticism, saying the opposing
companies were circulating
“incorrect factsand narratives
irresponsibly pushed by mak-
ers of gas guzzlers”.

“Iwish they tookanational
view rather than the view of
their company,” he said during
an online press briefing to
announce the company’s
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The CAFE (corporate aver-
age fuel efficiency) framework
sets average carbon-dioxide
{(CO2) emission targets that
each automaker’s fleet must
meet, measured in grams per
kilometre (g/km).Ifa company
fails to meet its target, the
Bureau of Energy Efficiency
(BEE) can impose stiff penal-
ties.

Bharti said the 3 g/kmben-
efit for carsweighing less than
909 kg s, in fact, very small.

A group of automakers --
Tata Motors, Hyundai, Mahin-

dra & Mahindra, and JSW MG
Motor -- hasurged the govern-
ment to withdraw a proposed
3 g/km emission concession.

Theyargue that the exemp-
tion benefits only one manu-
facturer and undermines the
country's electric vehicle (EV)
goals.

The companies contend
that the move would reverse
the current electric vehicle
(EV)momentum inthe coun-
try and push carmakers
toward prioritising” strong
hybrid vehicles to meet emis-
sion targets.



