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‘New Delhi: The central govern-
ment’sfiscal deficitinthefirstfive
‘months of the current financial
year hit 27% of the annual target,
lower than the 36 % a year before,
despite the fiscal gap galloping in

. August on the back of a post-elec-
tion spurt in revenue spending
and a moderatlon m the net tax
mop-up. -

| Experts sald the government re-
mamsontracktomeetlts renewed
| ‘targetof containingthe fiscal defi-
1 citat4.9% of gross domes’uc prod

| |: uct(GDP) in 202425

| TheCentreaimsto redxice the gap
further to less than 4 5% of GDP in
2025-26. .

In absohite terms the fiscal defi-'

cit between April and August tou-
- ched %4.35 lakh crore d

a y .
thanks to lower gap eartier in the -

year when resource mop: up. had re-:

-Revenue’
‘spending -

Nettax
revenus

revenue

. Total receipts

(non-debt)

mained strong Whﬂe‘ government

spending was constrained by the

.general elections, showed the offi-

cialdatareleased on Monday.
The deficit in August, however,

‘jumped four times to z1.58 lakh

crore from 87,233 crore a year ear-
lier, as the revenue spending pat-

., tern returned to normaley in the
, ﬁrst monthafterthe July Budget.

* Revenue expenditure in the first

0f FY25 Target
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five months of thisfiscal grew4.1%
from a year earlier to %13. 51 lakh
crore, propelled mainly by a 33 3%
jumpin August

Such spending rose in August af
ter three straight months of de-
cline.

However, capital spendmg mod-
erated 17.5% between: April and
Augug to g8 lakh ¢rore; 1t faltered
againin August by30%: :
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