~ ing countries and poor n

~ SHREYA NANDI

New.Delhi, 29 February

re-examination of th

- cations of the Custo;
moratorium on electro:
missions, particularly for

I ndia on Thursday called

The issue came up fordiscus-

sion at a session on e- COMIMErCe
on the final day of the World Trade;
(WTO) . 13th

Organisation’s
Ministerial Conference (MC13).
The four-day meet in Ab

Dhabi was supposed to conclude
with a ministerial declaration on -

Thursday, howéver, with a slight
delay in building consensus, the
declaration is-expected on Friday.

- India stressed that all policy

options, includingthe imposition

-of Customs duties o, e-commerce

‘trade, should bé available for the )
“WTO members, topromote dlgltal “thatt

-industrialisation. - i
- Crrréntly;a fewﬁrmsmdevel-

oped countries dominate the glob-
al landscape of e-commerce and
there is a huge digital chasm
between the developed and the
developing countries which makes
it challenging to increase the par-
ticipation of developing cotintries

in global e-commerce, said an offi-
cial statement. )
- “Developing countries need to

frameworks, and develop-
ing digitalicapabilities. India’sown
digital transformation is powered
by its unshakeable belief in inno-
ation and its commitment to
speedy implementation,” it said.

Countries do not impose
_Customs duties on cross-border e-

periodically agreed to extend the
moratorium. The last extension
was agreed upon during the previ-
ous MC in June 2022. »
Developing countries, including
India, have been battling for policy
spaceto mpose customs dutieson

“On ‘the other-hand, developed
countries do not want the imposi-

-tion of Customs duties on electrofi-

ictransmissions until the next MC.
They believe the exemption of cus-

toms duties has supported a “stable .

and predictable environment” for
digital trade to thnve

g supportive policy and reg-

ommerce transactions. Since

1998, WTO member nations have | 'in AbuDhabion 'l'hursday

Minister of Commerce & Industry Piyush Goyal (eft) with World ;
Trade Organization' (WTﬁ)Director-General Ngoz1 Dkomo—lweala, ;

Sad about nations obstructing
outcomes at WTO, says Goyal

Minister of Commerce and Industry Plyush Goyalon Thursday saidhe .
was “sad" some countries wetestillobstructing significant - .. =2 °
outcomes at the World Trade Organization (WT0) and gave little sign
of droppmg New Dehli's opposition to extending a waiver on digital
tariffs. "0f course we feel sad that some countries are still obstructing
significant outcomes that could have heI ped less developed
countriesand quelopl ng countries gain confidence in the workmg
WI Goyal told reporters on thefinal daycfthetal
He a;fs aid Indianeither raised any contentiousissues norhasit -
stalled any process asitis “conscious of all its international

~ obligations.” "l am not blocking anything at the WTO, | have an

open mind and am willing to éngage with everybodybn every 2o e
|ssue," Goyal said .- REUTERS
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